Hzf-3 expression in the amygdala after establishment of conditioned taste aversion.
We studied the regulation of the expression of the inducible orphan nuclear receptor known as HZF-3 (or Nurr1) in acquisition of conditioned taste aversion in rats. Our results show that HZF-3 expression in the lateral/basolateral (LA/BLA) amygdala complex was significantly up-regulated when both the conditioned and the unconditioned stimuli were paired, but not when either of the stimuli was presented alone. Induction in the LA/BLA had a faster onset than induction in the central nucleus of the amygdala. The results implicate HZF-3 in the acquisition of associative aversive experiences.